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Sikhs to join them had they been so disposed. Had
they done so, not one of us could have escaped. The
massacre would have been universal, and then the
Allahabad fort, with its vast magazine and armoury,
would have been in the hands of the natives, and the
whole of the North-western Provinces must have gone
from under British rule.

" I was not then aware that a train of gunpowder
was laid, and an officer with torch in hand ready
at the appointed signal to blow up the fort in case
the Sikhs turned You may therefore imagine our
relief and joy when the word was quietly passed, 'the
Sikhs are staunch/ The sepoys were all ready to
start an outbreak in the fort, for their muskets were
loaded and, contrary to orders, capped! and in this
condition were taken from them. But the two guns
ready to sweep them, the volunteers ready to pour a
volley into them, and the Sikhs ready to pitch into
them, quite overawed them. It may, however, safely
be said, that under God we owe our safety to Brasyer
especially, and to the volunteers. Most of these are
railway people, and for securing them we owe all
thanks to Mr Hodgson, who seut out train after train,
and brought them in from the distance of more than
twenty miles on the railway. Their presence doubtless
did much to turn the scale on our side, for I have no
confidence in the Sikhs any further than their own
interest may take them. At Benares they actually did
fire upon the European soldiers, but instantly received
a shower of grape which cut up about eighty of them.